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YOUR LICENSE, YOUR RESPONSIBILITY!



Common sense aint so 

common these days!



• In tort law…. Attractive nuisance is a dangerous condition in which a 
professional fails to safeguard materials and/or equipment that may 
particularly attract children and/or pets to the material/equipment and 
pose a risk to their safety.

ATTRACTIVE NUISANCE 



PERCEPTION…….

How Hollywood & Mainstream Media Views Our Industry



• NPMA has pollinator health training for licensed applicators. 

POLLINATOR SAFETY - AWARENESS





1. Neonics and 
non-repellent 
Ai’s.

2. Treating 
flowers in 
bloom.

3. Drift ➔ power 
+ droplet size + 
height + wind.

PESTICIDE RISKS TO BEES

FORMULATION FACTORS

HIGH RISKS

*** Baits have the lowest possible risk.
*** 25b products will kill bees when wet! Workers Vs hive collapse.



• C&C (Crack & Crevice)

• Spot 
• 2x2FT 

• Not to exceed 10sqft in total space

• Surface

• Space – ULV

• Void

• Perimeter

• Band

• Hand Placed

LABEL APPLICATION DEFINITIONS



Decorative Retaining Walls = chipmunks = ticks

Koi Ponds: Pyrethroids = instant fish kill!

Your treatment on the other side 

of this fence = honeybee kill! 
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Treatment when flowers are in bloom will kill honeybees. 

No matter what product you use! 

• 25b products kill bees when wet, when dry the risk is reduced considerably.

• Best advice = Completely avoid treating blooming flowers!

NPMA offers FREE pollinator 

awareness training to all 

member firms



Synthetic Pyrethroid     

Restrictions
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25-b Products

Pat Ryan             
PDM Marketing



CHESTNUT

BARLEY

BLUEBERRY

Not in bloom yet or just unknown…..                                 

Very few applicators know these and/or are aware of them!

APPLE

HEMP



PROHIBITED PYRETHROID APPLICATIONS

➢ Rain is underway or imminent.
➢ If the weather people can’t predict rain, you think you can?!

➢ Pooling-flooding in a yard.

➢ Visible drainage grate connected to drainpipe.

➢ Visible French drain, landscaped dry riverbed, swale or 

trench filled with gravel or rock.

➢ Perfect opportunity for Niban and Nibor (non-pyrethroid)

➢ Residual outperforms 25b granules by 1-2 months.

➢ Significant cost savings Vs 25b granules, like 60%+

Constructed Drainage Systems



• Notoriously BRUTAL on equipment! 

• As little as 2oz+ per 1gal H2O will burn foliage & stain. It’s oil based. 

• Drift complaints are increasing when it is odor not spray.
• Increased regulatory involvement 

• Several lawsuits have popped up as a result

25B PRODUCTS ISSUES



“If you smell it….                   

it’s already in your body!”



VERY COMMON TECHNICIAN MISTAKE

1. Techs fill mister with H2O 1st. 

2. Then they add in insecticide.

3. Put insecticide away then cover on mister & 

shake unit. 

4. By then the insecticide has sunk all the way to 

tip thus 1st 2min of service is all concentrate 

AKA misapplication!

1. Fill mister with water.

2. Use a separate properly labelled mixing container for water-insecticide agitation.

3. Triple rinse. 



YOUR TARGETED TREATMENT AREA

• Ticks  “quest” on foliage 
looking for a host to 
brush into them.

• Mosquitoes rest before + 
after they feed. Ideal 
resting area is the 
underside of foliage.

• Mosquitoes & ticks do not 
prefer sunny, dry, well 
manicured areas of the 
property. 

• Treat with wind NEVER
against it! Start where wind 

enters property, do ½ the yard, 
stop go back to starting point & 
do the other ½ of property.

STOP



PPE AND WPS DON’TS

Treating 

Flowers In 

Bloom?!



FACT

➢ 80% of drift is caused by the applicator or the nozzle/pressure. 

ALL applicator factors!

➢ The remaining 20% is environment or unknown.



➢Misters on high produce droplets under 20-50 microns.

➢A 100 micron droplet takes 11 seconds to fall from a height of 9.84FT 
with zero wind.

➢With a 5MPH wind that same droplet will travel 24 YDS away.

➢Drift is drift even with a 25-b product.

➢How many applicators treat over 10-15FT & when wind exceeds 5MPH?
➢Mosquitoes rarely fly above 25FT high. 

➢Ideal flight height is 1FT-15FT due to energy conservation (pre + post feeding strength)  

APPLICATION DRIFT FACTOIDS



• Smartphone:
• Temperature

• Wind speed(s)

• Wind direction 

• Relative humidity

• Visualize:
• Flag direction 

• Should be higher flag Vs affixed to house 

• Chimney or other smoke

• Leaves on trees

• Clouds

• Record conditions on service record
• Many states require this

• May become a requirement everywhere

DRIFT: WEATHER MONITORING



• Particle Drift = spray droplets during application

• Vapor Drift = Vapor pressure based on pesticide type

• Adjust your nozzle: Bigger droplets = less drift.

• Adjust your pressure: Low pressure = less atomization of droplets 
and pressure AKA fog/mist.

• Apply pesticides during low-no winds.
– If winds go from 3MPH to 8MPH your drift increases by 70%

– Mister on medium throttle: 12FT height application w/5MPH wind = 200-400FT drift 

• Avoid applications when there is fog as this causes temperature 
inversion & pesticide hangs out longer + drifts.

• Hot weather increases drift 
• Vapor rising from ground and off objects takes your molecules with it. 

• Hot days + PM applications are most risky.

• The higher you treat the bigger the drift. 

FIXING PARTICLE & VAPOR DRIFT 



• Rule #1 = ALL safety items have 
mandatory placements in vehicles!

• Spill control kit size is based upon 
service vehicle type.

• 100gal termite rig or 1-4gal sprayer-
backpack volume?

• Kits vary;
• EZ Sorb

• Spill sock/dike

• Spill Tray

• Drain Seal Mat

• PPE

• Procedure protocol in numbered step 
by step instructions.. REACT

SPILL CONTROL KIT



IF A SPILL HAPPENS… REACT

RESPOND Safely to injuries & hazards

EVALUATE The nature of the spill (What/Where/How)

ALERT Supervisor, 911, spill hotline, pesticide bureau 

CONTAIN The spill if safe to do so (spill kit materials)

TAKE Notes & document if safe to do so (photo’s too)



▪ Incident Tracking

▪ Incident Risk Assessment

▪ Employee Training

▪ Employee Qualifications

▪ Action Item Tracking

▪Worksite & Equipment 
Inspections

▪ Safety Management-Training

RCA Incidents (Root Cause Analysis)
DMAIC Incidents (Define Measure Analyze Implement Control)



Labels are not perfect……







PRE-POST DEMOLITION SITE?



THANK YOU!

Scan My Business Card


