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What is an enforcement action?

• A tool to gain compliance

• Written documentation of an alleged violation

• Context and history

• Provides an in-depth analysis of what occurred on-site

• Provides a road map for moving forward

• Provides closure

**To explore the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, please visit: www.agriculture.vermont.gov

http://www.agriculture.vermont.gov/


How many enforcement cases 

occurred in FY2023? 

How many enforcement cases 

occurred in FY2024? 
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Types of Enforcement Actions (# issued in FY2024)

• Cease and Desist Order (35)

• Letter of Warning (37)

• Corrective Action Letter (0)

• Notice of Violation (19)

• Assurance of Discontinuance (4)

• Hearing Order (0)
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Cease and Desist Order (CDO)

• Issued on-site by the Specialist

• 5-day appeal window for pesticide

• 15-day appeal window for feed/fert



Letter of Warning (LOW)

• Lowest level enforcement action issued by the office

• Mailed via certified mail, but service can be waived for 

quicker delivery via email

• Company and applicator usually named as parties

• Factual description of the violations

• Action needed is identified

• Process for discussion is provided

**To explore the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, please visit: www.agriculture.vermont.gov

http://www.agriculture.vermont.gov/


**To explore the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, please visit: www.agriculture.vermont.gov

http://www.agriculture.vermont.gov/


**To explore the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, please visit: www.agriculture.vermont.gov

http://www.agriculture.vermont.gov/


**To explore the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, please visit: www.agriculture.vermont.gov

http://www.agriculture.vermont.gov/


Notice of Violation (NOV)

• Mailed via certified mail, but service can be waived for quicker 

delivery via email

• Company and applicator usually named as parties

• Counts have monetary penalties that are achieved by running the 

alleged violations through the Pesticide Penalty Matrix

• Statement of facts

• Required corrective actions identified even if the 

Company/Applicator decides to pay the penalty and not pursue 

appeal rights

• Identifies the legal right to a hearing
**To explore the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, please visit: www.agriculture.vermont.gov

http://www.agriculture.vermont.gov/


**To explore the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, please visit: www.agriculture.vermont.gov

http://www.agriculture.vermont.gov/


**To explore the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, please visit: www.agriculture.vermont.gov

http://www.agriculture.vermont.gov/


**To explore the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, please visit: www.agriculture.vermont.gov

Penalty Matrix

• https://agriculture.vermont.gov/sites/agriculture/files/doc_library/Pest

icide%20Programs%20Penalty%20Matrix_New%20Rule%206-1-

23.pdf

• Ensures that penalties are fair and consistent

• Includes Administrative Guidance at the end of the document

http://www.agriculture.vermont.gov/
https://agriculture.vermont.gov/sites/agriculture/files/doc_library/Pesticide%20Programs%20Penalty%20Matrix_New%20Rule%206-1-23.pdf


**To explore the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, please visit: www.agriculture.vermont.gov

http://www.agriculture.vermont.gov/


**To explore the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, please visit: www.agriculture.vermont.gov

http://www.agriculture.vermont.gov/


**To explore the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, please visit: www.agriculture.vermont.gov

http://www.agriculture.vermont.gov/


**To explore the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, please visit: www.agriculture.vermont.gov

What to do upon receiving a Notice of Violation?

• Within 15 days of receiving the NOV…

• Request a Pre-Hearing

• Request a Hearing

• Pay the penalty in full and make any required corrective 

actions identified in the NOV
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What NOT to do upon receiving a Notice of Violation?

• NOT RESPOND TO THE AGENCY

• By not responding to the Agency, you run the risk of 

further enforcement, including a Secretary’s Order and 

potential collection suit
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Assurance of Discontinuance

• Legally binding agreement

• Lays out the terms of the agreement reached during a pre-

hearing

• Becomes effective once signed by the Secretary of 

VAAFM
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Organophosphate Biological Evaluation

• BE’s: Acephate, Bensulide, Dimethoate, Ethoprop, Naled, Phorate, Phosmet & S,S,S-
tributyl phosphorotrithioate

• Nationwide Scale Effects Determination: Dichlorvos (DDVP)
• Other AI’s may be added if practicable

Rodenticide Biological Evaluation
Brodifacoum, Bromadiolone, Warfarin & Zinc Phosphide

Herbicide Strategy

• Focus on ESA-listed plants & those species that rely on plants
• Address spray drift & runoff transport from treated fields to minimize exposure

Rodenticide Strategy

• Address effects to mammals & birds that consume rodenticide bait (1° consumers), 
& to birds, mammals & reptiles that consume 1° consumers

Insecticide Strategy

Fungicide Strategy

• Strategy to address vulnerable species that may be affected by fungicides

Compensatory Mitigation





Questions

Dave Huber – (802) 461-7160
david.huber@vermont.gov
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